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Promoting Irish Arts in Britain
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One of my favourite Irish songs is ‘Noreen Bawn’, with that classic line ‘the curse of emigration’.
Growing up in Ireland in the 1960s and 1970s | did not think | would eventually be an emigrant to
Britain. Having left the warm nest of my Tipperary home | accepted the offer of training to be a nurse
in London in 1980. For some reason being Irish in Britain set a rush in me to embrace Irish culture
fiercely. | went to any touring Irish Drama from Ireland and began to pen my own reviews. Triskellion
started life as St. Agnes Players when in 1983 we produced a pantomime for Cricklewood Homeless
Concern and in 1985 a rarely performed version of Brian Friel’s “The Communication Cord’ in Anson
Hall Cricklewood .In the early 1990s there was a call out for the local Irish Community to be part of
the planning and production in a promenade (where the audience move from scene to scene)
performance of John B Keane’s The Bodhran Makers — so | got involved. Subsequently, people
wanted to do more drama but not on such a large scale and so | founded Triskellion Irish Theatre
Company. Why the name Triskellion ? we had to call ourselves something and | had seen a post
card with the triple spiral and found that its earliest creation dates back to the Neolithic era, it can be
seen in the art of the Book of Kells and at the entrance of Newgrange, Ireland. | thought “that’s good
enough for me” .Up to then one of the best Dramas of Irish Emigration was Brian Friel’s
‘Philadelphia Here | Come’, so | started with that.

Most of the plays | have produced and directed were chosen often in order to involve as many
people as possible and to share Irish Culture with the wider community .| was blessed by the
volunteers who followed my vision of an Irish Theatre Company in North London — and more
recently in Nottingham and Derby; they have worked alongside me to make, paint and furnish sets,
take a lead on costumes ,music and help with publicity etc. The Irish Press in the UK have been a
consistent support to us, who not only promoted our productions but gave the cast and crew a
‘boost’ when mentioned in preview or review.

So in the twenty five years we have presented numerous plays by J.B Keane, Sean O’Casey, John
Millington Synge, Brendan Behan and my favourite Brian Friel. We have contributed acts to many of
the Irish Festivals throughout the UK, especially with John Nolan at Crawley. In our concert or
cabaret format of ‘Celtic Strands’ , we have showcased some of the best Irish entertainment from
Britain’s Irish community ,musicians, dancers, actors and comedians to create dazzling shows. |
have worked alongside London-based friend first generation Patrick O’Connell OBE, for many
years and as a company we aim to preserve and enliven Irish drama, comedy, and music in
Britain. Patrick and | have helped raise much needed funds for charities like CAFOD - Irish
Homeless — Church Restoration — British Adoption Agency and St. Luke’s Hospice etc. The
concerts are not alien to celebrity acts either. Irish luminaries such as Niall Toibin, Philomena
Begley, Finbar Furey, Sean Cannon from ‘The Dubliners’, Jimmy Cricket and Johnny Mc Evoy, the
current premier folk band Na Fianna, have all swayed, sung and serenaded with Triskellion all over
the UK.

In the evolutionary years of Triskellion there was not much, if any, funding for ‘amateur’ productions,
or as | preferred to call it ‘community theatre’. Therefore, other than maybe a sponsorship from B&l
and the ‘fledging’ Ryanair voucher for raffle prizes our productions functioned on the principle of
paying the artists and what was left went to our sponsored charity. Over the years | have had the
privilege to be able to produce plays and concerts for various groups who have sourced arts
funding. | have acted and directed, made the sets and produced the play from ‘page to stage’. More
recently, our main focus is to act as facilitators for promoting and producing Irish plays by touring
companies from Ireland and Britain; we have brought to the UK two plays from Insight Theatre and
Hy Breasal, Celbridge, Co .Kildare. We have toured extensively in the UK with “The Rare Oul
Times,” a two-act Irish play on the lives of Brendan Behan and Patrick Kavanagh (by Ken Mc Elroy)
and our ongoing partnership with Ultan Cowley’s ‘Tribute To The Men Who Built Britain,” featuring
Sean Cannon.

Finally, much thanks is due to our families, without their support, most of these ‘Triskellion
Ventures’ would not have been possible .

o Wite, Gerry WMolumby, Bloomeday 2019



Meeting Brian Friel in 1996 ,

occasion of his 70th birthday. :‘( EMBASSY
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Cricklewood Homeless Concern

Single Homeless Day Centre and Resettlemer

Triskellion ) : Ashford
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Triskellion Productions in association with
Irish Network of Dramatic Arts - present

Salvatorian
College
High Road
Harrow Weald
October 13&14
Direct from Co. Limerick

Box Office — 0208 863 0059

l'ickets £10 also for Peggy’s &% Shop , Wealdstone

Salvatorian College

High Street Harrow Weald

2007 @ 7.30
Box Office - 0208 863 0059 ~ Tickets £10 also from Peggy’s
www.triskellion.org.uk

* Niall Toibin

In Concert

Salvatorian
College
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Saturday 10 April 2010, featuring

Finbar Furey & his Band, with

full supporting cast e===91]

4 Cetac ScmDSSaturday May 15
X featuring Brendan Shine & %}@

his Band, with full supporting o

Salvatorian College

Harrow Weald SG
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High Street
7.30

Box Office: 0208 8630059

www.triskellion.org.uk
Tickets also available from ‘Petrose Supermart’ , Wealdstone
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Saturday. May 12th
Salvatorian College
High Street
Harrow Weald
HA3 5EE

Tickets £12
(Available also from Marie @
Metro Local 134 High St .)
Box Office— 0208 8630059

.. > ¥
wwwitriskellion.orgiuk
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The Old Library, Theatre

I l 'CQCRCS Mansfield, Nottinghamshire
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The Irish Chaplaincy in Britain presents
our Annual Fundraising Concert at

the Wembley Conference Centre on
27th February 1999

Featuring Dolores Keane,

Folk & Ballet Company,

Gerry Molumby (Seanachai/Storyteller)
d| Achill Sound (Traditional Group) and
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CRICKLEWOOD COMMUNITY PLAY ASSOCIATION
presents

{ Milton Keynes
1 CENTRE
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The Bodhran Makers

by John B. Keane

Directed by Robert Race

at THE GALTYMORE DANCE HALL

(ARAN CENTRE), CRICKLEWOOD BROADWAY
BOX OFFICE 081 450 0027 O
3rd - 15th DECEMBER

Ikish Cadarez Bugret and Oance

’%@{

Renowned black and white
phOtOgrapher Giorgla . ~ < Friday November 30th
Bertazzi kindly captured S ° P o niont

£39 per person

ma’ny Of our drama‘s \* Includes all entertainment
and a delicious buffet .
foronly£60B & B

www.giorgiabertazziblog.com
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MOTHER OFALL
THE-BEHANS
Theaaohoguphyof Kathloen B

Brian Behan, brother of Brendan and
Dominic and author of ‘Mother of all the
Behans’, attended the opening night.
He is pictured here with L-R Leigh
O’Connor (Director) and Gerry
Molumby (Producer) ,who also played
Pat

Irish Ambassador Ted Barrington
receiving a copy of the programme

In 1996 Christy Moore unveiled the plaque and Irish
Ambassador Ted Barrington attended ,the opening of
‘Haines House. Built in honour of the Parish Priest of
Crickewood and great supporter with us in setting up
Cricklewood Homeless Concern . The Hostage was
produced and performed over nine nights as a fundraising
event for CHC .l was one of the founding members
(1983) and chairperson for ten years .The Day Centre

B
and resettlement project has thrived since and a &

2
[

renowned today as Ashford Place ~ Gerry

TrisKellion Theatre Compan

Promoting Irish Arts in Britain
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The Spirit of the Irish in the Heart of London

‘Z'rzs e[[zon Theatre Company Voo
@ /( Established 1994 p y %
Sresernts *

D | :l' ’ H |
by Brian Fnel 1”7

Saturday & Sunday March 1st & 2nd

St. Joseph's Community Centre

2 Whitefriars Avenue, Harrow
0181 863 0059 @@

Tuesday & Wednesday March 4th & 5th

Ammmu@

7w 194 Cricklewood Broadway, London, NW2

-~
& Tel. 0181 452 6257 \@
NC)7

Saturday & Sunday March 8th & 9th
e | HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM

&) . IRISH cextre €8

#I!I ACKS ROAD, HAMMERSMITH, \\69l)’l* =
TEL: 0181 563 8232 FAX: 0181 563 8233 ’

e




Casimir holding court : They were all here , John Mc Cormack, you know... Count
John Mc Cormack ; he sang at that very fireplace and and ............

Tales of a Seanchai

Gerry Molumby’s stories and humour

take the audience on a tour of Ireland’s

past and present, through the doors of

many a house and through the gates of

the fields that are Ireland. No stranger

to the stage, he has played leads in

many Irish plays ‘Sive’ - ‘The

Communication Cord’ - ‘The Hostage’

~ ‘Riders to the Sea’ - In the shadow of

the Glen’. Gerry has fine-

tuned his stories by tellin,

them on tours of Australia

and New Zealand

(1995/96/98) with the ‘Irish

Variety Show’. The research

for the stories Gerry tells

come from a variety of

sources. His first Irish folk |

stories ie. literally ‘stories I‘

about folks’ came from |
hearing his mother and uncle |

tell them when on visits to |

their homestead amongst the |

hills of Killenaule in Co. |
lipperary. His uncle Bill was |
founder member of the Tipley
Band in Leyton, East London and was
a renowned fiddle player and active
member for many years of Comhaltas
Ceolt6iri Eireann in London until his
death in 1997, Bill also had a wealth
of stories from his youth, usually about
local characters who were more
infamous for their ‘gimp’ and the way
they would say things. Gerry has also

= L

. &

Combhaltc

‘made his own’ of the stories preserved
in written form by Kevin Danahar and
Padraic O’Farrell. Another influence
on Gerry was watching/hearing the
master
storyteller —
Eamon Kelly.
Eamon
brings into
his ‘telling’
techniques

Seanchai
Gerry Molumby

|

! learned and

developed over
many years of acting. Gerry a fellow
Irish actor emulates that form but
applies his own ‘unique style’ to
involve the audience.

Ireland maintains a vibrant oral
culture as well as a literary and musical
culture. Conversation in Ireland is as
much an art of remembering, as a
means of communication.
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s most ambitious production .Telling the N
> real-life plight of Aodh Mor O Néill, Earl of \® ;pi
led an Irish and Spanish alliance against the L
an attempt to drive them out of Ireland. The Making History
before and after the Battle of Kinsale (1601). S
eek run at The Riverside Studios,

ith was directed by Donegal native Sean gelag,
ho played Hugh O’Neill alongside to my N W‘(

Lombard ,| was writing his biography z \\\Y &
the play plot. We worked well on and off the AN
tical acclaim. The costumes were designed Triskellion
3d by students of the National Theatre as part Theatre Company
rse work. Great collaboration from all

SAMUEL FRENCH

Gerry Molumby (Producer) O

Faith & Fatherland
in sixteenth-century Ireland

IRISH POETS, LEARN YOUR TRADE,
SING WHATEVER IS WELL MADE.
WILLIAM BUTLER YEATS

M o g I Aoyt
(2o Cor el r"‘ # wporle qutha oo
Ji o pes gty o o= 4t Al viporl
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As Roinn Ealaion, Oidhreachta, Gaeltachta 7 Oilean B

DEPARTMENT o ARTs, | TERITAGE, GARLTACHT st ae 151 ANDYS ;‘4' ;
é 7
Oifig u Aire w

OFFICE w e MINISTER

Forward for the theatre programme for the
Triskellion Theatre Company production of
Making History by Brian Friel.

As Minister for Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands 1 am delighted to be afforded
the opportunity to lend my support to the Triskellion Theatre Company and their
production of ‘Making History' by Brian Friel.

Since its foundation in 1994 by Gerry Molumby, Triskellion have produced plays by
Brian Friel, Brendan Behan and John Millington Synge. They have managed to bring
to their audience an understanding and interpretation of all facets of Irish life covering
such poignant subjects as emigration and family conflict in *Philadelphia Here | Come’
by Brian Friel, the dilemma of emotional relationships and political loyalties in *The
Hostage® by Brendan Behan and the loneliness and isolation of life in the west of
[reland in *In the Shadow of the Glen’ by John Millington Synge.

As Minister [ wish to acknowledge their contribution to Irish theatre and to commend
them for their role in the development and growth of our cultural heritage by opening
up the works of Synge, Behan and Friel to an Irish, British and Intemational audience.

I wish them every success with this production and 1'm sure that with the drive and

enthusiasm of the cast they will move from strength to strength.

. adfofons,

Sile de Valera, T.D.,
Minister for Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the [slands
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Scene from 'Playboy of the Western World', Old Library Theatre, Mansfield - 2000
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THEATRE CINEMA BAR
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(1977)  Silver Jubiler (2

BRIDGEND

THURS o
URSDAY, 164, May, 2002

SATURDAY,
230 pm ,,m,:;:y :h;ry 2002
7";;‘ open 7, mp.,,sd%
Doors T Saturdy
" 0pen 6.30 p.m,)

S¥LAg,

N \Ky A

‘]7'13/("8”207 1 Theatre Company

In assoaation wrch Notangham lrish Centre

T‘ Q | &k,

ohn B- e

Gerry Molumby

The Irish Centre, 2 Wilford St, Nottingham.
Tue. and Wed. December 4 and 5 D n Greaney
Tickets: £5

Box Office: 0115 9527234

Kathryn Hickey
Stephen Rodgers
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THERARE

Brendan Behan

UK Theatre and Irish
Centres Tours
2000 ~ 2012
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Last Of The Fit Ups
by
Ken McElroy
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are invited to bring a chair
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e a celebration of James Joyce's Ulysses o

"SHUT
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EYES

~-james joyce |

GUINNESS
AWEST INDIES
SPORTER

st performance of ' Kelters to Lucia’

al the grave of Lucia Anna ~ovee

1907~ 1982

QOBhe lived and died in Northamplon ~ aughter
of Sames ~oyce and Nora SBarnacle
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In the early years of
2000 plus in the run
up to Christmas.
Paschal Mooney
presented a
number of radio
programmes for
and about the Irish
Diaspora in Britain.

Triskellion
contributed to the
programmes and
helped in choosing
the locations and
guests. Paschal is
here talking to the
late Michael
Hannon,
Nottingham Irish
Poet

Diagpora s 2 Wasr't “emigrant’
\’\)’.\/_\S goodenougbmforw@ 2l
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cerry Patrick
Molumby O’Connell

. ! : [ _ Grim’s Dyke Hotel
Martin Ruddy and his Band Sorcha O'Neill & P54 LONDON
featuring Kathryn O'Hare Joe Mc Geown

O
AL~ i
A \‘./” o @

IRISH CABARET
DANCE &BUFFEI

TICKETS £39 PER PERSON

Irish Cadaret Buppet and Oance

Mary Rose Band

3\ BN . s
8 | g jo’m McNicholl

Willie Moone

Irish Balladeer

London ~ Irish Comedian Patrick O’Connell

8.00 pm to midnight

,‘.ﬂ._ £39 per person Best Western Plus Grim's Dyke @
g"v Includes all entertainment Hotel
. —— : e and a delicious buffet . 0ld Redding
Friday February 9th 2018 'Beﬂwe"\ Plus Grim's Dyke Hoteli ~ Include an overnight stay Harrow Weald
2 ng ~  London HA3 6SH
fal wWeald for only £60 Bed & Breakfast
. HA3 6SH

~'N
Includes all entertainment Tel: 08456200506 @
and a delicious buffet . Presented By

8.00 pm to midnight
£39 per person Gant® ¥

Compére
Sat Nav: HA3 6SE Best
~ Include an overnight stay for only \\';“”" . . Gerry

£60 Bed & Breakfast ~ Lus
Molumby




Sederation of Irish Societies
~ Present ~

The Gathering

(eve of Congress 2003)
Irish Showcase Concert

* Slainte
k -

Triskellion 7

Promot ing Irish Arts in Britain

rtsh Socketaes @e An Irish Showcase Concert "The Gathering' was held on
- Friday evening for our affiliates and included the best of

P,(,(.unrl(')"F

’ o G 1 o 7 ! p . & well as a more modem
H]_] 1 ‘:} at /1( 1? ”L(’ traditional Irish Music & danc as well as @ e modem

U2 tribute by Celtic rock group, ‘Slainte’
AL

"The Gathering' was produced and presented with
much hard work and enthusiasm by Gerry Molumby,
Director of the Triskellion Theatre Company who is
now our new Cultural Officer

Triskelli
The evening was well attended and a great success

Theatre Company N T

Aer Arann Express, Patrick McMenamin Clocks and
Terry McEncaney (Conferen Janqueting

Manager) London Irish Centre




For fourteen consecutive
years | have been
involved with
Nottingham’s St.
Patrick’s Day Festival.
Funding, planning,
including school
children and teachers ,
producing artists/
running order and MC at
the open air concert.
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L
\@v% Criskellion Proouctions

In Collaboration With

Insight Theatre Company
PLESENTS

~Direct From Ireland~

Salvatorian College

High Stree€, Harrow Weald
Friday & Saturday October
5€th & 6th 7.30pm
Advance booking on

0208 863 0059
ﬁ Admission £6

Directed By Frank Houlihan

g

- S "‘-Q°. "'

St. Joseph’s Harrow Weald,
welcomes Insight Theatre Company,
(Celbridge Co. Kildare) to London to take part in their
Centenary Celebrations 2001
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19 Centenarg of Caster Rising

Triskellion Productions 2016
2 0 ] ‘Just a song at Twilight’ ~ Bloomsday

Through the medium of drama, music and
singing we present a tribute to James
Joyce and his love of the city of Dublin .
Gerry Molumby (aka Jimmy Joyce) ,
along with Mal Rogers’ ( fiddle + vocals)
and Joe Giltrap ( vocals, guitar and
Bodhran) “ we take you through the
streets of Dublin , with readings from
Ulysses/ Dubliners efc. focusing on the
songs and music as performed by
Joyce.”

TOURING 2016

‘As down the glen one Easter Morn’

Through the medium of drama, music
and singing we tell the story of Easter
1916. This tribute will also focus on how
Irish people born and/or living in Britain
at the time, played their part in the
achievements of Ireland’s place
amongst the nations .The backdrop will
be a stage size draped tricolour.

Available guest

Sean Cannon

The Dubliners

€0.70

16021
=t e 02501000001 «

‘The Craic was good in Cricklewood’

Based on Ultan Cowley’s best-selling
book, ‘The Men Who Built Britain’, this
stirring blend of songs from the navvies’
heyday with tales of life on site and in the
pubs, bed-sits, and ballrooms of Kilburn
and Camden Town. This story still
evokes an emotional response from
audiences everywhere. Hear tales of
‘Tunnel Tigers, Heavy Diggers, and
McAlpine's Fusiliers’; of The Shamrock,
The Galtymore, The Buffalo and The
Crown !

TOURING 2016




' ‘Bg(ckwater’
by Jehn B Keane

Ace ~ Irish Dancerq,

f
Iy \_J
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THEATRE 3
BOX OFFICE

01293 553636

oNLAy B Tl it
An Roinn Gnéthai Eachtracha agus Trdddla AN ~.1e e S Triskellion
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade ! ot BN 4 \ :




making
history

Trie ;
CRBODHRAN.
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46 North Street
Alfreton
Derbyshire
DE5S5 7FZ
UK

fmolumby@aol.com
07772471894

dnd e Ducless of Cornwall 4t e
2090. We spoke about sbaning hisk ants in Britain .

The Ambassador of Ireland.

HE . Mr. Bobby Mc:Donagh
request the pleasure of the company of
Mr Gerry Molumby
at a reception in the presence of
HRH The Prince of Wales
. And HRH The Duchess of Cornwall
at the Embassy of Ireland , London,
on Tuesday, 9" November 2010

5.30pm to 8.00pm

atlie

&,
£

ditsdiaspora.com Youl[llif] search Gerry Molumby



